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Guidelines for Teaching a Common Reading

o Scelect a reading that will encourage students to rvead.
0 Readings should be both useful and entertaining.
0 Rendings should encourage students to read beyond the text.

o ldentify the purpose of reading the selected text. This purpose needs to be
clearly communicated to the students.
O Toprovide different perspectives
0 Toaugment the academic discussion
0 Towake an abstract concept wore practical
0 Tolink two different academic disciplines
e Provide a context for the reading. This helps the students have a framework for
processing the reading,.
0 ®Blographical information about the author
0 Historical / soctal context of the reaoing
0 Cownslder having the students reao the entire text flrst and thew return
to examine it section by section.
o Explain that the purpose of discussion is not to find a single correct answer.
0 Looklng for perspectives, interpretations
" Oneway to illustrate this is to use a video clip and ask the
students how the director interpreted the text.
O Filrst semester freshmen students will need to be remainoted about this.
0 use small groups (3-4) to encournge student sharing.
® Provide study questions to gulde student inquiry, at least tnitially.
0 Direct attention to a particular passage. Help the students focus thelr
analysis.
0 uUse questions to gulde connections to other parts of the reading, to
experiences bn other classes, to experiences n thelr Lives, ete.
o Cownsider including guest spealeer(s) to add to the discussion
O May be a panel to provide breadth of perspectives
0 (ntroduce students to other faculty on campus who study the tople
® wait until later in the semester to teach politically sensitive topics.
0 Students need to be comfortable with each other anol with tnstructor.
0 Students need to wunderstand how to tntervogate the subject not aslvocate
a position.
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Teaching a work of fiction:

Help students tdentify plot, character, setting, language or style, and themes.
A good understanding of the first four provides a framework for discussing
the themes.

Direct students to specific sites in the text that illustrate particular themes.
This will malkee it enster for the students to ldentify the themes.

Polnt out amblgudities or contradictions in the text and ask students to
account for or resolve them.

ldentify specific passages that relate to the learning community theme and
ask about the author’s approach or the characters’ approach to it.

Mawny works of fietlon have teaching gulides available on the web.

Teaching a work of non-fiction:

Nown-fictlon includes essays, editorials, jouwrnal articles, ete.

Nown-fiction works present arguments.

Asle students to tdentify the clatm that is betng made and the reasons that are
offered to support it (the “because. ... “)

Asle what evidence is offered to support the claim (s) and what is the students’
YES‘POVLSC.

Asle students to tdentify different Rinds of appenl, other thaw strict rationale,
that may be used.

Discuss if the students ave or are not persuaded by the argument.




